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Ms. Valeriani is very creative with her instructional 
approaches; the end result, she is constantly searching for new 
strategies to augment and enhance her practice. But most 
importantly, she has compassion …a gift that comes naturally! 

Teacher Picture

Dewitt D. Barlow Elementary School

Ms. Courtney Valeriani
Special Education Teacher - 2nd Grade 

They may forget what you said, but they will never 
forget how you made them feel.

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Ms. Turant is passionate about her students. At the opening 
of the school year, she advocated for in-person learning for 
her student population while other students remained 
virtual. She is a member of the School Leadership Team and 
she organizes the fundraiser for Autism Month

Teacher Picture Ms. Nicole Turant

Cedarbrook K-8 Center

Special Education Teacher - K-2 Self-Contained

“Every child deserves a champion: an adult who will never 
give up on them, who understands the power of connection 
and insists they become the best they can possibly be.”

-Rita Pierson, Educator

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Mrs. Prybella is conscientious, hardworking, and very dedicated to the 
community she serves on the behalf of our children. Her teaching is 
often innovative and she engages the students in cooperative learning 
activities through the use of technology and audiovisual aides. 
Her characteristics that stand out the most are her caring attitude and 
due diligence with students who have learning disabilities, and those 
who historically have had major difficulties in their academics. She sets 
high standards for herself, her students and staff and then works hard to 
see that they are met. She is constantly broadening her knowledge, 
improving her skills, and sharing with her peers what she has learned.  
Mrs. Prybella personable demeanor and high level of professionalism 
make her approachable and well-liked by staff and students

Teacher Picture
Ms. Stephanie Prybella

Clinton Elementary School

Special Education Teacher - Grades 3-5

“If they can't learn the way we teach, we teach the way 
they learn."  ― O. Ivar Lovaas

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Ms. Irene Mitta is an amazing member of the Cook Community.  
In addition to the creative projects she does with her students, 
she plans and facilitates Schoolwide Family Arts Nights.  She 
also participates in numerous activities throughout the school.  
Most recently, she facilitated poetry sessions with our third 
through fifth grade students.  Ms. Mitta is a true GEM and very 
deserving of this honor.

Teacher Picture Ms. Irene Mitta

Cook Elementary School

Art Teacher - Grades K-5

"Students never care how much you know, until they know how 
much you care."

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Ms. Washington was recognized due to her ability to be proactive 
in supporting her colleagues.  She also volunteered to assist the 
Administration with procedural and operational functions. She is 
considered an asset to the school and learning community

Teacher Picture Ms. Danielle Washington

Emerson Community School

Elementary Teacher - 1st Grade

"The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to 
think critically, intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true 
education."

 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Teaching is a family business for Ms. Del Rosario. She shares stories of how 
she has been teaching her Barbie dolls since 3 years. She loves helping and  
sharing her passion for knowledge in hopes of helping others.
 
Her favorite moments of teaching happens whenever students are more 
excited to be in the classroom than she is. In her words, “I love when they 
become the teacher and bombard me with facts and connections during a 
lesson. 
 
Ms. Del Rosario’s educational goal is to never stop learning. She hopes to be 
a student longer than a teacher.  She balances her dedication to the teaching 
profession with her love for cooking, traveling, and being active.

Teacher Picture Ms. Gina Del Rosario

Evergreen Elementary School

Bilingual Elementary Teacher - 3rd Grade

“Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. 
Hope breeds peace.” - Confucius

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Mr. Rivera is a dedicated teacher who is constantly pushing himself 
and his students to greater levels of achievement. He isn’t afraid to 
take risks and models this behavior for students. He uses creative 
approaches to enhance his instruction and students’ learning. Mr. 
Rivera is always seeking ways to develop his professional practice. 
He attends professional development sessions and willingly shares 
the information with the school community. Mr. Rivera is a 
cheerleader for all students and works diligently to ensure that no one 
is left behind and that all students learn.

Teacher Picture Mr. Louis Rivera 

Jefferson Elementary School

Bilingual Elementary Teacher - 5th Grade

 ‘It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in 
creative expression and knowledge.’ 

–Albert Einstein

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Teacher Picture Ms. Magaly Rodriguez 
Bilingual Kindergarten Teacher

Charles H. Stillman School

Ms. Magaly Rodriguez is an outstanding educator with a bright future ahead. 
She is task oriented and sees projects through to completion.  Her work ethic 
is exemplary, as is her commitment to professional growth.
She has served as a member of school’s leadership team. She is a true 
advocate for children. 
Her experience and professional growth have afforded her the opportunity to 
view challenges from many lenses.  She maintains an excellent rapport with 
students, parents, teachers and administration. Ms. Magaly Rodriguez is 
highly respected and widely recognized among her peers as an great 
educator with progressive ideas designed to improve learning outcomes.

It is vital that when educating our children’s brains that we 
do not neglect to educate their hearts. – Dalai Lama

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Ms. Casas analyzes administrator goals, reflects on building-based 
initiatives and develops efficient ways to implement those initiatives 
without compromising goal integrity.
 
She is viewed as a critical asset by her peers, engendering trust, and 
respect. Which she leverages to build staff capacity in small group, 
one-on-one and whole group settings. A member of the School 
Improvement Panel (ScIP), she lends critical technical and pedagogical 
support to improve learning outcomes. 

Teacher Picture Ms. Julieanne Casa 

Washington Community School

Special Education Teacher

“Every child deserves a champion, an adult who insists 
that they become the best they can possibly be”.
-Rita Pierson

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Ayanna Roberts was selected as Hubbard's Teacher of the Year 
because she is an innovative practitioner that heavily utilizes the 
power of connection to meet her scholars at their academic levels and 
support them through student centered lessons with a heavy focus on 
vocabulary, effective routines and procedures and positive 
affirmations. Hubbard is proud to have her on staff and appreciative 
of her hard work, dedication to her craft and ability to be a team 
player. 

Teacher Picture Ms. Ayanna Roberts

Hubbard Middle School

English Resource Teacher - 8th Grade

“Teach one, Reach one, Change the world!”

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Ms. Haynes believes in the power of dreams and that 
her students can achieve and make their dreams reality 
as long as they try… “Every great dream begins with a 
dreamer.  Always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the 
stars to change the world”
~Harriet Tubman~

Teacher Picture Ms. Kim Haynes

Maxson Middle School
Special Education Teacher 

"We have a powerful potential in our youth, and we 
must have the courage to change old ideas and 
practices so that we may direct their power toward 
good ends". --Mary McLeod Bethune 

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Mrs. Mahadevan has been an absolutely fantastic 
member of the PAAAS school community.  Her 
positivity, ingenuity, persistence and dedication when 
working with students, teachers and parents has 
earned her a reputation as a noteworthy educator who 
genuinely cares about all of her students, colleagues 
and our school.

Teacher Picture Ms. Aiswarya Mahadevan 

Plainfield Academy for the Arts & Advance Studies
PAAAS 

Science Teacher - Grades 7, 9 & 10

"Education is not the learning of facts, but the training 
of the mind to think! ~ Albert Einstein

Teacher Inspirational Quote



Mr. Lewis is a compassionate, knowledgeable, and 
dedicated teacher who cares about his students and the 
Plainfield community.  Mr. Lewis is effective in 
identifying individual needs of every students and using 
them to determine the best instructional practices for 
teaching and learning.
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Plainfield High School

Special Education / Social Studies Teacher 
9 - 12th Grade

Education illuminates the path as we journey toward 
wisdom.

Teacher Inspirational Quote


